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NURSING IN MISSION STATIONS 
♦♦* 

A MISSION HOSPITAL IN TURKEY 

By RACHEL B. NORTH 
Mardin, Turkey-in-Asia 

The hospital consists of a two-story building with six rooms down- 
stairs and three upstairs. Downstairs are the drug-store, the waiting 
room, and the doctor's office. Of the three upstairs rooms, one is the 
operating room, another is the women's ward, and the other the men's 
ward. However, the operating room has also to be dressing room for 
out-patients. The. women's ward has but two beds. When there are 
more than two women they go in the men's ward, or when we have some 
one who wants to be in a private room we give him that and put the 
women in the men's ward. The men's ward is a large sunny room. It 
has six beds. 

The care of the patients is left to their friends, which necessitates 
one friend for each patient. Usually during the day there are more. It 
gives the ward the appearance of a continuous visiting day. The friend 
usually sits upon a rug or carpet by the bedside. During the day the 
mattresses and the bedding which they use at night are piled up at one 
end of the ward. This is not so much as might be expected, as the com- 
mand to take up their bed and walk could easily be obeyed by any of 
them. 

My work has been largely that of seeing the women patients. They 
hesitate to come to the doctor, so I act the part of the go-between, i.e., 
I get the history and, if necessary, examine, then I hand it over to the 
doctor and let him diagnose and prescribe. Tuesday and Friday are free 
days. Frequently there are between forty and fifty women and children. 
A great many are eye disorders; malaria and rheumatism are common, 
as are itch and various skin disorders. I have not seen many of the 
contagious diseases, though at present they are bringing in a number of 
whooping-cough cases. 

We hope by the end of the year to have in running order an addition 
to the hospital which has been gradually progressing for more than a 
year. It furnishes us with a new operating room, a women's ward, a 
room for the American nurse, and some store-rooms. These are abso- 
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lutely necessary in order to care for our patients in present-day methods. 
The hospital has been built almost entirely of money earned here in 
the medical work as fees from patients. These last two years show con- 
siderable decrease in amounts thus collected. This is no doubt largely 
due to the famine, war, and pestilence, which has and is now sweeping 
over the land. Poor as Turkey was, she is seeing a deeper poverty now. 
Were it not that the people can leave the country and go to foreign parts 
or to where the railroad is being built, whole families would be penniless. 
As it is, the Kurdish people are migrating. We see passing the house 
some mornings thirty men, women, and children laden with bundles, 
possibly two or three donkeys laden with beds and cooking utensils. 
They are on their way to some point where there is railroad building, 
where the whole family will go to work. A self-supporting medical 
work finds its difficulties at such a time and we hesitate about increasing 
expenses. The needs of the people here are simpler than at home, but 
I find that experienced care counts for as much in the recovery of the 
patient. I long for the time when I can really feel we are meeting 
such a need. 

We hold a service in the ward each Sunday for the patients and their 
friends, and are often pleased by the expressions of appreciation which 
they make. A picture of the parable read heightens the interest and no 
doubt helps fix it in their minds. Bach morning we have prayers with 
them, and to those who can read we distribute gospels. 

A great many of our patients are Koords and do not speak the 
Arabic. The Koords have no written language, but in recent years the 
gospels have been published in the Armenian characters, as also a hymn 
book. 

ITEMS 

Miss Meredith Haet writes from Robert College, Constantinople: 
" I am taking up the work of caring for the wounded in one of the 
Turkish hospitals. We have here a branch of the Eed Cross, and have 
been making garments and winding bandages. There are thousands of 
the wounded. They come in by hundreds, while there are 1500 refugees 
to be cared for. All the hospitals are full and the schools are being 
turned into places for the wounded. The refugees are put into mosques. 
Warships are arriving in the harbor. Many foreigners have left the 
country and many are on ships of their own nationality. We remain at 
the college with all our boys, hoping for the best and that all may be 
well." 

The Student Volunteer Movement for Foreign Missions, 125 East 
27th Street, New York City, is sending out an appeal for five trained 
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nurses, who are needed at once in the following places : The Hospital for 
Women and Children, Madura, South India; The McLeod Hospital, 
Inuvil, Ceylon; Anatolia Hospital, Marsovan, Asiatic Turkey; hospital 
at Talas, Cesarea ; and Azariah Smith Hospital, Aintab, Central Turkey. 
The work is essentially religious and Christian, and requires women who 
are in full sympathy with its missionary purpose. While denominational 
questions are not raised, membership in some Protestant church is 
expected. Women who have administrative capacity and a gift for train- 
ing other women in nursing will find a large opportunity for work that 
is greatly needed. 

The missionary hospital has introduced the profession of nursing to 
women in the East. The conservatism of Turkey has stood in the way 
of direct approach, on the part of male physicians at least, to the women 
of the country. The government has prevented the sending in of women 
physicians. The tremendous need of training native nurses presents a 
remarkable oportunity for service and for expressing the love of Christ 
in deeds of mercy and healing. The need in India is no less urgent 
and important where social customs and caste isolate the women from 
uplifting influences and medical attention. 

The widespread influence of these hospitals is indicated by the fact 
that in Turkey the patients attending the mission hospitals have come 
from 1200 different towns and villages, in many of which the Gospel 
has never been preached. There are many cases where the patient, re- 
turning, has reported his experience in the hospital in a way to arouse 
permanent interest. 

All appointments are to be made by the American Board of Commis- 
sioners for Foreign Missions, which provides travelling expenses, and 
living quarters in addition to the rgeular missionary salary. 

Inquiries may be addressed to Mr. Wilbert B. Smith, 125 East 27th 
Street, New York City. 

Spirit of Missions, in its December issue, reports the appointment of 
three nurses to mission fields : Laura E. Lenhart, Good Samaritan Hos- 
pital, Portland, Oregon, to Shanghai, China ; Ada Whitehouse to Wuhu, 
China; Jenny Zimmermann, Johns Hopkins Hospital, to Tokyo, Japan. 



